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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant 

1 . This communication is in response to the request for continued examination 
(RCE) filed 2/2/06. Claims 22-28 remain pending. Claim 29 is newly added. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 22-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Elkind (US 2003/01 58754 A1 ) in view of Under et al. (US 6,681 ,003 B2), and further in 
view of Segal etal. (US 2001/0041991 A1). 

(A) Referring to claim 22, Elkind discloses a data communications server system, 
comprising (see abstract of Elkind): 

an information network (abstract of Elkind); 

means for logging into the information network (para. 12 of Elkind); 

a communications portal resident on a server and accessed over an information 
network to present information associated with a patient, comprising (Fig. 3 and Fig. 4 
of Elkind): 

means for allowing a user to log-in to the communications portal (para. 12 

of Elkind); 



Application/Control Number: 09/809,483 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3626 

means for making a user verification (para. 12 of Elkind); 

means for presenting a customized web page (Fig. 7 of Elkind); 

means for accessing a patient medical records database over the 
information network (para. 2 of Elkind); and 

means for integrating accessible databases through user selectable links 
(Fig. 7 of Elkind). 

Elkind discloses data relating to medical devices, such as pacemakers or other 
implants (see para. 44 of Elkind). However, Elkind does not expressly disclose an 
individual implantable medical device patient and an implantable medical device 
database. 

Linder discloses an individual implantable medical device patient and an 
implantable medical device database (see col. 9, lines 33-41 and col. 3, lines 5-13 of 
Linder). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the features of Linder within Elkind. The motivation for doing 
so would have been to monitor and upgrade the performance of the device (col. 3, lines 
5-13 of Linder). 

Elkind does not expressly disclose a patient lab records database. 
Segal discloses a patient lab records database (para. 112 and Fig. 1 of Segal). 
At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the feature of Segal within Elkind and Linder. The motivation 
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for doing so would have been to track results of tests and procedures (para. 1 12 of 
Segal). 

(B) Referring to claim 23, Elkind discloses a web browser connectable to the 
communications portal by entering a portal URL (para. 37 and para. 41 of Elkind). 

(C) Referring to claim 24, Elkind and Linder do not expressly disclose wherein the 
communications portal further comprises a physician welcome interface. 

Segal discloses wherein the communications portal further comprises a physician 
welcome interface (Fig. 5a and para. 111 of Segal). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the feature of Segal within Elkind and Linder. The motivation 
for doing so would have been to allow the physician to access the various components 
(para. 1 1 1 of Segal). 

(D) Referring to claim 25, Elkind and Segal do not disclose wherein the physician 
welcome interface comprises a listing of all implantable medical device patients being 
treated by a physician. 

Linder discloses a listing of all implantable medical device patients being treated 
by a physician (see abstract and col. 8, lines 39-41 of Linder). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the feature of Linder within Elkind and Segal. The motivation 
for doing so would have been to allow for the accessing of the patient information in 
several ways (col. 8, lines 39-41 of Linder). 
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(E) Referring to claim 26, Elkind discloses wherein the interface comprises an email 
link, a print link, and a product information link (para. 56, para. 45, para. 46, and para. 
13 of Elkind). 

(F) Referring to claim 27, Elkind discloses wherein the interface comprises means for 
accessing a search engine to locate information on servers accessible to the 
communications portal (para. 35 of Elkind). 

(G) Referring to claim 28, Elkind discloses means for accessing back office automation 
operations comprising patient follow-up scheduling (para. 51 of Elkind). 

Elkind and Linder do not disclose automated billing of services. 

Segal discloses automated billing of services (para. 121 of Segal). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the feature of Segal within Elkind and Linder. The motivation 
for doing so would have been to conveniently retrieve the information necessary for 
completing bills (para. 121 of Segal). 

4. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Elkind 
(US 2003/01 58754 A1 ) in view of Linder et al. (US 6,681 ,003 B2), and in view of Segal 
et al. (US 2001/0041991 A1) as applied to claim 22 above, and further in view of llsen et 
al. (US 6,757,898 B1). 

(A) Referring to claim 29, Elkind, Linder, and Segal do not expressly disclose wherein 
the means for presenting a customized web page provides for presentation of one or 
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more of a physician web page portal and a patient web page portal, and wherein each 
of the web page portals comprises personalized content based on user role. 

Ilsen discloses wherein the means for presenting a customized web page 
provides for presentation of one or more of a physician web page portal and a patient 
web page portal, and wherein each of the web page portals comprises personalized 
content based on user role (abstract and Fig. 3 of Ilsen). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the features of Ilsen within Elkind, Under, and Segal. The 
motivation for doing so would have been to offer an automated and efficient provider- 
patient communication system that resolves both the patient's and the provider's 
aggravation by providing appropriate healthcare information and services (col. 4, lines 
37-40 of Ilsen). 



Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lena Najarian whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7072. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on 571-272-6776. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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C.LUKE GILt^AN 
PATENT EXAMINER 



